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342 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing. For further information, please
contact Lee Blalack of the Sub-
committee staff at 224–3721.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce that a full com-
mittee oversight hearing has been
schedule before the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

The hearing will take place Thurs-
day, June 24, 1999, at 9:30 a.m. in room
SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building in Washington, D.C.

The purpose of this hearing is to ex-
amine the implications of the proposed
acquisition of the Atlantic Richfield
Company by BP Amoco, PLC. Specifi-
cally the Committee will examine the
following issues related to the acquisi-
tion:

U.S. national and energy security;
Impact on crude oil prices and supply

on the U.S. West Coast;
Marine transportation;
Pipeline transportation; and
Exploration and production in Alas-

ka and the lower 48.
Those who wish to testify or to sub-

mit written testimony should write to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, U.S. Senate, Washington,
D.C. 20510. Presentation of oral testi-
mony is by Committee invitation only.
For further information, please contact
Jo Meuse or Brian Malnak at (202) 224–
6730.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I would
like to announce for the public that a
hearing has been schedule before the
Subcommittee on Forests and Public
Land Management of the Senate Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

The hearing will take place on Tues-
day, June 29, at 2:30 p.m. in room SD–
366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing in Washington, D.C.

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on fire preparedness on
Federal lands. Specifically, what ac-
tions the Bureau of Land Management
and the Forest Service are taking to
prepare for the fire season; whether the
agencies are informing the public
about these plans; and ongoing re-
search related to wildfire and fire sup-
pression activities.

Those who wish to submit written
testimony should write to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C.
20510. For further information, please
contact Mike Menge (202) 224–6170.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the public
that a full committee hearing on S.
1049, the ‘‘Federal Oil and Gas Lease
Management Improvement Act of
1999,’’ scheduled for June 17, 1999 at 9:30
a.m. in room SD–366 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building has been post-
poned and will be rescheduled for a

later date to be announced by the com-
mittee.

For further information, please con-
tact Dan Kish, of the committee pro-
fessional staff, at (202) 224–8276.
f

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet on Tuesday, June 8, 1999,
at 9:30 a.m. in open session, to consider
the nominations of General Eric K.
Shinseki, USA, for reappointment to
the grade of general and for appoint-
ment as Chief of Staff, United States
Army; and Lieutenant General James
L. Jones, Jr., USMC, to be general and
for appointment as Commandant of the
Marine Corps.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet in closed session for a hearing
re Department of Justice Oversight,
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, June 8, 1999, at 10:00 a.m., in
S407 of the Capitol.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs would
like to request unanimous consent to
hold a hearing on the nominations of
Kenneth W. Kizer, M.D., M.P.H., to be
Under Secretary for Health, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and John T.
Hanson to be Assistant Secretary for
Public and Intergovernmental Affairs,
Department of Veterans Affairs.

The hearing will be held on Tuesday,
June 8, 1999, at 2:15 p.m., in room 418 of
the Russell Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AFRICAN AFFAIRS

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on African Affairs be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, June 8, 1999, at
2:15 p.m. to hold a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RETIREMENT OF COL. WILLIAM
ALEXANDER, USAF

∑ Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, as the
Senate proceeds with its debate on the
Defense Appropriations Bill, it is ap-
propriate that we pause and recognize
the contribution of a Defense Procure-
ment Official on the occasion of his re-
tirement. Colonel William Alexander—
Alex to his friends—is retiring this
month after an Air Force career span-

ning almost 30 years. Alex has spent
much of his career leading and men-
toring Defense Acquisition Profes-
sionals, leaving as his legacy a new
generation of experienced procurement
managers.

Born in the baby boom era between
WWII and the Korean War, Alex grew
up in Indiana, where he attended
DePauw and Indiana Universities.
After completing his Masters Degree in
1970, he entered the Air Force at
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in
Dayton, Ohio. Some of his early
projects started the development for
today’s generation of precision guided
weapons. It was a whole lot trickier
then, without the advantage of the
Global Positioning System, but his
team worked to develop a way to tri-
angulate a target designation to im-
prove bomb targeting reliability.

The Air Force recognized the con-
tributions of this young officer and
moved him into a career in procure-
ment and satellite operations. Alex
spent the next 20 years of his career
moving between different aspects of
the complex world of keeping satellites
operating successfully on orbit. He was
a procurement official in a number of
software source selections, using his
abilities to aid the Air Force in getting
revolutionary operating software for
its expanding fleet of satellites. After
his work in operations, the Air Force
wisely transferred him into the Na-
tional Reconnaissance Office as the Di-
rector of the Acquisition and Engineer-
ing Group within the Communications
System Acquisition and Operations Di-
rectorate. When the Deputy Director of
the Communications Directorate was
reassigned, Alex was selected for this
position in light of his vast experience
in successful acquisitions.

However, I don’t want to spend too
much time discussing the technical de-
tails of Colonel Alexander’s career.
There are many successful procure-
ment officials within the Air Force and
the Department of Defense, but few are
as widely recognized for their crafting
of personnel in addition to their acqui-
sition expertise. Although the project
was always treated with importance,
Alex always made sure that his people
came first. He was always looking to
find ways to challenge his staff to grow
both in technical ability and in inter-
personal relationships. His success
gives credence to the philosophy of em-
powering and caring for your people,
which ultimately leads to the program
success. One night during his time in
satellite operations, a satellite was
having difficulties getting initialized.
Scores of people were working around
the clock trying to work through the
complex issues involved. Recognizing
that people do not perform at their
best when they are exhausted, Colonel
Alexander banished a number of people
from the operations floor until they
had a rest period. The engineers re-
turned to the floor with clearer heads
and ultimately were able to get the
satellite up and running successfully
on orbit.
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